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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 1 1632 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BG, IN 

SUB J : BDG NEGATIVE ON A NEW ROUND OF TALKS 

REF: DACCA 4038 

1 . ACCORDING DELHI PRESS AUGUST 8, A GOI SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED 
THAT INDIA HAD SENT A NOTE TO BDG ON JULY 30 INVITING IT TO 
RESUME TAKS ON "THE SHARING OF THE GANGA WATERS DURING THE 
PERIOD OF THE SHORTAGE" (TEST OF ARTICLE QUOTED). SPOKESMAN 
FURTHER SAID THAT GOI HAD RECEIVED THE BANGLADESH REPLY 
AUGUST 7 AND THAT IT WAS BEING STUDIED. 

2. FIRST SECRETARY BDG HIGH COMMISSION MOHIUDDIN AHMED 
CONFIRMED ABOVE EXCHANGE OF NOTES AND TOLD EMBOFF GOI WAS 
SEEKING ANOTHER HIGH-LEVEL RATHER THAN TECHNICAL BDG MISSION 
TO COME TO DELHI. HE SAID THAT BDG REPLIED THAT IT WOULD BE 
"MORE FRUITFUL" IF GOI WERE TO RESPOND TO BDG PROPOSALS ON 
FARAKKA BEFORE ANOTHER ROUND OF MEETINGS TOOK PLACE. 

AHMED SPECIFICALLY CITED BDG PROPOSAL FOR THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF RESERVOIRS (REFTEL). IN SUBSTANCE, BDG REPLIED "NO" 

TO ANOTHER MEETING UNTIL GOI INDICATES THAT IT HAS SERIOUSLY 
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3. AHMED CLAIMED THAT GOI HAS ADOPTED ABOVE STRATEGY TO DEF- 
END ITSELF FROM ANY BDG CRITICISM AT COLOMBO NON-ALIGNED 
SUMMIT. GOI CAN BE EXPECTED TO ARGUE THAT FARAKKA MATTER AND 
OTHER BDG GRIEVANCES ARE ' SUB IUDICE" AND THAT THESE ISSUES 
SHOULD PROPERLY BE CONTINUED TO BE DISCUSSED AT BILATERAL 
LEVEL. AHMED SAID THAT GOI CONTINUES TO SHOW NO INTEREST 
IN IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH BANGLADESH. AS INDICATED BY ITS 
UNRESPONSIVENESS ON FARAKKA AND THE CONTINUATION OF CROSS 
BORDER RAIDS. 
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